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THE COLLECTOR 
NOTES AND NOVELTIES 



ALL those to whom the cause of true and disinterested collectorship is 
dear should deplore the efforts of a daily paper of this city to cast 
discredit upon the auction of Mr. Brayton Ives' treasures last spring. As it 
will be remembered, Mr. Ives then offered, under the hammer, his entire 
treasury of art and bibliography to the highest bidder. The bidders were there, 
and they bid fairly high, though, it has been hinted, not as high as tbey might 
if they had bid higher. At any rate, the auction went off with eclat, assisted 
by a young man, unknown, who created a diversion by going off with the 
overcoats of some of the audience during the excitement of the sale. Among 
the bidders and buyers was John Pierce, a bookseller of Nassau street, who 
makes a specialty of Elizabethan bibliography, and to whom the poor, un- 
protected tomes of Mr. Ives' library fell helpless victims at various figures. 
Mr. Pierce had, it was understood, from the lavishness, not to say reckless- 
ness, of his bidding, some orders to purchase from collectors, but it was 
known that some things he purchased without orders. The terms of the 
sale being cash before 'delivery, the supposition was that Mr. Pierce had 
bought and paid for the books in the regular way of trade, and that they 
had been delivered to him in bona fide exchange for the amounts checked 
off by the auctioneer's hammer and the recording clerk's pen. 

* * * 

Some time after the sale Messrs. Dodd, Mead & Co. issued a catalogue in 
which some of the books from the Ives collection figured at lower prices 
than those which had been credited to them at the auction. Such is the 
base suspiciousness of human nature in the bibliographical world that this 
simple fact served to set afoot a great number of low and unfriendly insinu- 
ations to the effect, that there had been a discrimination in the manner of 
payment made in favor of some booksellers, and even that some booksellers 
had acted simply as agents of Mr. Ives in the protection of his unprotected 
treasures, cast upon the mercy of a callous collectorship under printed rules 
of public sale, as defined by the statutes of the Sovereign State of New 
York. It is needless' to state that these insinuations were repelled with 
proper scorn, and the cause of pure and disinterested collectorship elevated 
its head and smiled the smile of conscious virtue, rectitude and honor, which 
scorn the wily arts of trade and the animadversions of scurril tongues. 

# * * 

Last September, however, Mr. John Pierce fell a victim to the prevailing 
stringency in the money-market, and bis stock of books in the two small 



rooms of the ancient building in Nassau street was sold by auction by the, 
sheriff. At the beginning of the sale Commissioner MacLean, counsel for Mr. 
Brayton Ives, objected to the sale of several books on the ground that they 
were the property of his client. Mr. Pierce explained that he had bought 
them at the sale of the library of Brayton Ives by the American Art Associa- 
tion last May, and had given in payment notes which he admitted he had 
not paid. Counsel for Mr. Ives insisted that the books were with Mr. Pierce 
as on consignment. Here, then, was simply a difference of statement be- 
tween a gentleman and a collector, and a tradesman — a question of veracity 
which might have been easily settled. If Mr. Pierce had given notes for 
the books, those notes would have defined his position. Commercial paper 
does not, like autumn leaves, dry up and blow away, although sometimes it 
might as well for all the good it does the holders But Mr. Pierce's notes 
were not produced, the sheriff reserved Mr. Ives' books on the consignment 
theory, and the cause of pure and disinterested collectorship once more hung 
her head and waited for the clouds to roll by and the bookbuyers and book- 
sellers to find something else to gossip about. At this juncture a certain 
journal, a member of that great guild which should be ever first and fore- 
most in defense of virtue in distress, took the opposite tack, and in the 
language of one of Mr. Ives' friends, " all the fat was in the fire." 

* * * 

It is sizzling there yet, and the question remains unanswered: if Mr. 
Pierce paid for the books in notes, why was he not allowed to sell them ? 
and if he did pay for them in notes, why were not other buyers allowed to 
do likewise ? If he paid for them in notes and Mr. Ives accepted the notes 
in payment, the risk was his and the books belonged to Mr. Pierce to sell, 
keep or destroy, whether he took up the notes or not. Moreover, if Mr. 
Ives sold his books, either for cash or I. O. U.'s, how under the sun could he 
have the same books to consign to the man who had bought them on his own 
account, to be sold for the account of Mr. Ives ? 

* * * 

Thus is it ever, that the intricacies of the law and the caprices of chance 
beset the path of virtue and ensnare the feet of innocence and probity, even 
as the metropolitan expert beguiles the good old deacon from Haytown, and 
the confiding agriculturist from Squashville, into the dark ways of the lot- 
tery-drawing in a back parlor, and the vain tricks of the green-goods myth. 
To make matters no better, Messrs Dodd, Mead & Co. have written to the 



MONICO 



L. CRIST D 

.." (KOHN'S ART ROOMS), 
166 FIFTH AVENUE (between 21st and 22d Sts.), NEW TOBK. 
CONNOISSEURS and LOVERS OF ART are invited to inspect our 
v very choice Collections of MODERN PAINTINGS. 



BANGS & COMPANY, 

Established .1834. 

739 and 741 BROADWAY, 

Opposite Astor Place, NEW YORK. 

Have almost Daily Auction Sales of 

LIBRARIES, COLLECTIONS OF BOOKS, 

Autographs, Coins, Medals, 

and other 

LITERARY PROPERTY. 

Consignments solicited, Correspondence invited,- Cata 

logues mailed upon application, and Bids 

executed free, of charge. 

L. A. LANTHIER, 

Art Rooms, 

22 EAST 16th STREET, 

(2 Doors West of Union Square), 
New York City. 



TO SUBSCRIPTION 
BOOK SALESMEN. 



GEBBIE & CO., 

Pine Irt and General Pifljliota, 

PHILADELPHIA, 

Invite correspondence with gentlemen expe- 
rienced in the above business. Agents wanted 
in every city in the United States, Canada, 
Mexico, Brazil and Australia. Liberal in- 
ducements to first-class men. Send for Cat- 
alogues. 

The Gebbie & Hussori Photogravure Co. 
(Limited) is prepared to make estimates for 
artistic work of all kinds in photogravure. 
Portraits a specialty, from $25.60 upwards. 
Address 

GEBBIE & CO., 

No. 900 Chestnut Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 



CURIOUS 
BOOKS. 



A large collection of Eng- 
lish, French and German 
Curious Books. Catalogue 
free on application. 

F. V. CBOMBBUGGHE, 
Publisher, Amsterdam (Hol- 
land). Established 1848. 



CHARLES F. LfflBIB k CO., 

AUCTIONEERS, 

No. IS Hayward PL, Boston, Mass. 



Special facilities for the arrangement and sale 
by Auction of Books, Autographs Coins, En- 
gravings, Furniture, and other Personal Prop 
erty. Consignments and correspondence so- 
licited. Catalogues mailed on application, and 
purchases made for librarians and bookbuyers 
free of charge. '■ V ; 

ROBERT FULLERTON, 

Oil Paintings, Diamonds, 

BRIC-A-BRAC. 
No. 2X& Third A.-veniie, 

NEAR 18th ST. NEW YORK. 



Notary Public. 



Paintings Appraised. 
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press to Say: "We desire to state that no books were bid in at that sale for 
Mr. Ives by us. Whatever was knocked down to us we bought and paid 
for. After the sale we purchased a few items which, we were informed, had 
not been claimed or settled for by the purchasers. We bought those at 
what we considered their value, and if any of them appeared in our catalogue 
at less than the auction price, it was for the reason that we paid less than 
the auction price for them and had our own ideas as to their worth." All of 
which must bring warmth, comfort and a cheery spirit to the souls of those 
collectors who buy at auction sales for real cash, and who go to auction 
sales to make real bids and back them with real money. 

* * * 

A valuable unique work recently picked up by Mr. Bouton is a series of 
of 750 original drawings and sketches by Augustus Pugin, author of 
" The Antiquities of Normandy." The collection, in addition to all the sub- 
jects forming the plates of this celebrated published work, includes 680 other 



original drawings, most of which are in no. respect inferior in interest to 
those that have been engraved. In consequence of its comprising so many 
unedited illus rations the entire collection acquires a much greater intrinsic 
value than it could derive from consisting merely of the originals of the 
plates themselves. The sketches and drawings are mounted on drawing 
paper, and bound in 6 vols., folio, green morocco, extra, with borders of 
gold. They come originally from the library of Sir Jeffry Wyatville, and 
were afterwards in the possession of Sir W. Fite. 



Mr. Bouton, by the way, announces the receipt of the third volume, of the 
great Spitzer Catalogue, of which he is the agent for America. This series 
contains the jewelry, stained glass, glass and glassware, cutlery, pottery and 
wood carvings of the museum, and in point of text and embellishment is of 
equal interest and sumptuousness with the volumes which have preceded it. ' 



"GrOUPIL'S." 

M. MOEDLER & go.' 

170 Fifth Avenue cor. 22d St., New York. 
(Successors to Goupil & Co.) 

Galleries of Oil Paintings Open Daily. 

Water Color Gallery. 

ETCHINGS AND ENGRAVINGS IN GREAT VARIETY. 

Artistic and Appropriate Framing a Specialty. 

Address, M. KNOEDLER & CO., 

170 Fifth Ave., New York, City. 

BOUSSOD, VALADON & 00. 

of Paris, London, Berlin, Tiie Hague. 



MODERN PAINTINGS 

New York Galleries: 
303 Fifth Avenue, 

N. E. corner Thirty-first Street. 



AVERY'S 

flpfe galleries, 

368 Fifth Avenue, N. Y., 

NEAR 34TH STREET. 

OIL PAINTINGS. 

Almost all of the celebrated artists of the 

day, Foreign and American, 

represented. 

CARMER'S 

-A.i-b Oa.TDii3.e1jS. 

IMPORTER OF 

MODEM PAINTINGS. 



The 



176 Fifth Ave., 

new go-RK eiTy. 



Blakzeslee 

Galleries 

HAVE REMOVED TO 

353 Fifth */lve., Cor. 34th St., 
/sew go-RK. 

W. H. KOHLER, 

"Museum Arti," 

Rotterdam, Holland, 

Expert and Dealer in Works of Art, 

Rare and Choice Examples of selected quality of Troyon 

Millet, Diaz, Corot, Rousseau. Duprl, Munkaczy, 

Jacque, etc., and of the Highest School of 

Modern Dutch and Flemish Painting. 

Special attention is invited to the works of J. Raey- 
maekers. 

Mr. Kohler has entire control of the works of the cele- 
brated Spanish Artist Professor Jose 1 Serra y Porson. 

The attention of collectors is also invited to Mr. 
Kohler's collection of Old Delft, Curios, Antiquities 
and objects of vertu of the most varied character, suita- 
ble for large and small collections. Exceptionally mod- 
erate prices. 

ESTABLISHEO .1864. 

J. ChAINE & SlMONSON, 

5 Hue tie la Paix, 

paeis, s'E^-asroB. 

EXPERTS AND APPRAISERS. 

Modern Paintings. 

Are in constant communication with all the 
Living Masters. 

American Amateurs visiting Paris will find it 
to their advantage to visit this house. 

All communications promptly answered. 

Cable address : 

" Simonson, 5 Paix, Paris." 

ORTGIES & CO., 

Art Auctioneers, 

FIFTH AVE. ART GALLERIES, 

366 and 368 FIFTH AVE., N. Y. 



MAX BLEIMAN, 

288 Fifth Avenue, 
new york city. 

Importer^Fine Pointings 

AND AQUARELLES. 



Paris. 



5 Rue de la Paix. 



C. KLACKNER, 

P rint P ublisher , 

5 EJast 17th St., New Yorlc. 
COPYRIGHT PUBLICATIONS. 

PJARE OliD B^IHUS. . 

Choice Paintings in Oil and Water Color. 

Catalogues on Application. 

Mr. KLACKNER will undertake the search for and 
purchase of Rare and Modern Proofs for Collec- 
tors, Framing or Matting for Portfolios, etc. 

F. MEDEE, 

Agent for the International 
Chalcographical Society 

45 E. 12th St., '""SSSRST* HEW YORK. 

Rare and Old Prints a specialty. 

American Wood Engravings. Modern Etch- 
ings and Engravings for Decorating. Water 
Colors and Oil Paintings. Oil Paintings Re- 
stored. Artistic Framing. Frames Repaired 
and Regilded. Prints Cleaned and Restored. 
Portfolios. 

Will execute orders at important foreign auction 
sales, and search after rare, old or modern proofs for 
collectors. 



£ & FROSSARD, 

787 & 789 Broadway, New York. 

Greek, Roman, Mediaeval and Modern Coins 
and Medals in Gold, Silver and Bronze. 

Collections of Antiquities, Coins etc., cata- 
logued for auction sales. 



